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Faith in a Swabasha

of educational facllities on 8
) population basis”

f t & THOUGHTS OF METTA by WIJESOMA _n,:&":"‘.,"l':’%f B s
3 u ure B = = saniwds of learning?

‘FIVE-SIXTHS OF OUR
TALENT UNTAPPED’

ation is the great-
by Our Lobby Cerrespondent

!‘1‘ country has
THERE ARE ROUGHLY TWO SCHOOLS OF
THOUGHT IN CEYILON TODAY THE NOTHING-
CAN-BE-DONE SCHOOL AND THE SOMETHING-
MUST-BE-DONE SCHOOL.

To the old school, that is the former, belong the
prophets of doom who predict an awful fate tor the
Ceylonese race, the dismal economist jimmies who
for the past ten years have ecast our imminent bankr
the pessimists who ¢ wag r heads and say “Tchk, tchk

Such people o

gOL since the people’s
gentatives entered the legisla-
t

e said. "Yes. free edue
P\ . like the broad highway
should be free to all and

“All this talk of free edu-
on ‘lowering stanpdards’ {s
L el " o/ man

ko ru schools for
o/ PUKKA SAHIBS,
ie the criension of
tfo'ml facilities to all
citizen

His words were harsh with
rizhteous indignation  against
the power of school managers
and thc!v pa'un'u\' for power
politic: et, was an-
e to un\.rrsla d
the! 0 for King (o
maintain things as lN-'- are,

Quiet faith

count the . “a tter of O
N untry,"” id the s - s a matter of act,” de-
possibility  of a decent life <\? \k'l'ar‘\:n('n 0 louupote £ cla.c(‘ \i' Mettananda, “Io'.\:ng
hereafter — at least in this ——— e e T education, ‘h.lcrcn
= “They constitute five I .\h aou id never nave seen
blighted world. They are the sixths of the talent of this the inside of an university are

Brown Establishment—the pre-
clous people who went to the
right schools, married into the
right familles. ot the right
jobs but were born  to the
wrong age. And so much the
worse for the age.

I had o long talk with L H
Mettanands — who beiongs to
the Something - must- be-done
School—about the new social
layers that are springing up to
replace these disgruntled
people.

Mr. Mettananda s not a
politician. He is a
zen and he values his privacy.

“T don't like to talk abcut my-
self,” he said. “I live my own
life” But his whole attitude
typifies the New Optimism
!ndced he is & jump ahead
: ¢ Something-must-re-done
He belleves in  the
phl owpm or Do-it-yourself.

New Layers

The New Laye:
about are the Suba.sh«l
d youth of the country.
“1" "m be well enough
gpcc to meet the challenge
e future?
question is an insult

peaking children of this

roots drep in the soli
are in close 'o-:rh with their

.'m-v are c::u f0 the

P Wy )

Can be done

'K»S
% \lmed schools \n:rdl Am"

!he\ want is m

language that

Is this k'\ov.ledge available
in Swabasha?

Mr. Mettananda has not the
slightest doubt that it will be.
“As a result of the r«‘rm
agitation, we hav, n
moment an adequate su
Sinhalese textbooks in Scle ce
and \xa!hc'ml'u‘ up W the

Ananda and
Nalanda ave  successfully
taught Sclence and Mathema-
tics in swabasha up to this
stage.

“What these achools have

and mathematics in  Stnha-
lese lo give them all the
act

ties to conmtinue in the
same medium up to more
cavanced teges”

Mr. Mettananda sa.q  the
ace at which -wz.:acn text-
oks in Science and techno-
ical ~subjects have to be
provided was set five years
ago.

In 1957 le uw an acequate
m.npl'- ;g S8C stage

houl reach
lhe Un'.ve:s:l:-' Preliminary

62 we should  com-

for the First Degree course.
"Should this programme be
tamnerad with,” he sald, “those

Blazed tna]

2
out invit mg lr'mu of
erts.”

Had their day

n ther
guages, the students tr.crr.a-‘-:cs
could be trusted to

\Ic’!ana—dl the Edurav. onist,
the palship

nen! t.s ‘as !He most suc-

teh o\e.’ !o sz\an:unn

convinced t‘m' this .
periment will go "'7’\1 strt:mm
to str(;xng:t He pins his hopes

")L”l! of its dc"nn“nahn
DJD‘I& 'aho cc..ld hc comtrlcd

“wh
MS s KL')!.\B l“d

now studving there In increas-
ing number. At n’tw"ﬂ as
many as 35 J"' cent. of uni.
vers! students  are vﬂ‘nl

on_ And :mham
the ulet
aith of mer.

¢ o blind
P somewchere in his make-
up. What that dblind spot is.
it s dificult to sav.

haps it i religlon. And.
1cn£un'h it ois the tiing spot
a'so of the upholders of mis.
sianar A n Mr. Metta-
ra..dn was largely responsid'e

e Buddhist Commision's

I it was on the
.\{E‘P p-om:& to implement
the recommendations of this
that he gave his siup-
t to the present governing

0 snrone who

In ﬁxe carly days of
rule. he attracted consi-
notice by ad-

series of o

to the Pri

o
T

¥ Were among the most
read documents at !"e

D
al x>'l>\o<-'|ln(- without bo'

loose and made. {f we are ‘n
]v'("v‘ by vxb.‘tnam! events a
Drn nd on the
of the

e natition



