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\ BY Gunaseelo Vlthanage,
~—'* Former Hony Secretary,

Buudd_hu Jatika ‘Bala Vegaya.

—

GV R Mhumamst nationalist and Buddhist Revival-
: ist'was born at Kaluduwadumulla in Amba-

- ;**““ ** Jangoda this day, exactly one hundred years ago.

~ v s He passed away in Colombo .on 1st November,
R 1967 at the. age of 73.
RN * Mr. Mettananda. indeed was a remarkable
“mian: He-was a rare type of leader, unassuming,
=NYUgelfless; fearless,- simple. in his lrfe-style and
:[ +i.Kalyana Mitra (a'good. friend). to:all who came to-
.« . ‘,associate.with him. Above all he was a man of
L unblemlshed character. He possessed all those
o “qualities of a good leader.
\iei [ first came to know him in‘the early 1940 when

53 “\ wu:he was the Principal. of. Dharmaraja’ College,

.. Kandy.

Gl s | was then attached to the Kandy Kach-

“cheri.. The Kandy Drama Circle staged a historical

r. Lokosatii Hew Mettananda, educationist, -

\«‘ “nplay written ‘by me. in_ aid of the college. Mr.

Mettananda-used to come to the col|ege hall near
Sti Dalada Mahgawa now and--again‘to watch the

'Roman Senator like personality...

. actors practising. | was ‘greatly impressed by his’

A meimber of the cast and an old boy of the -

college with whom | became Friendly told me how "

before Mr. Mettananda became the principal of the

college, there was a division not only among the

-SNS’ “members. of the staff, not. only among the old boys

-\ v3. but also among the benefactors of the college who

were some of the leading Bud dhists in Kandy; the

“ divisioh’ being due to ‘the low~country up-country
NOinvfeelings. of the two parties.

- »
ao‘; LS

At

and diplomatic approach to the problem, was able

i to bnng about. a reconciliation between the two

) Veos warring factions. Throughout kis stay in Kandy he

‘Mr. Mettananda by his non-partisan, judlcmus -

9% it was in friendly and-cordial termis with the leaders of

z,rmg the two parties.

N | began o associate with him closely when he
‘ A was the Principal, . .Dharmarajza Bollegs, Handy:
R
Ty hw T |ffqu“’¥
) I % hr .
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3 J"*‘“’ _Dr. G. P. Malalasekera; had'met the Prime, Minister,

. |‘5$'L

The. All Ceylon Buddhlst congress -at its
2 3% 1 Annual Sessions held at Kegalle in 1953 appointed
P‘as‘\ ithe Buddhist Committee of ‘Inquiry to inquire into
t}"’ the state of Buddhismin Sri Lanka and-to make
recommendations for giving Buddhism its rightful

ey mplace in the country and for the improvement of

Sty 7 \(Buddhlsts
Earlier, on 30th July, 1951 to be exact a
“delegation from the Congress led by its President,

qut Hon: D.’S. Senanayake and requested him to

-appoint'a Commrssmn to |nqunre |nto the Buddhlst .

questron.

AL N

" swi A Aeducational, socnal and economic conditions of the .

'’ The delegatlon told the‘ane Mrmster that -
l:r;d prt_e the fact that the country was now. lndepen- i

Tﬁe rellglon of the greater majonty of- thepeople its
‘rightful place in the country. The delegation had
. pointed out that Buddhism had, suffered” great
damage and the Buddhists had been subjected to

" various disabilities, coercions and persecutions on -

account of their religion during the four and a half
centunes of forelgn domination of the |sland

Sympathetrc
The Prime Minister had given a very sym-

pathetic hearmg to the delegatlon and had prom-
ised fo appoint a commission on the lines sug-

-

gested by the delegation. He had askedthe’

delegation to submit to him a list of names of
persons from -among whom he could choose for
appomtment as members of the proposed com-
mission.:

- At the next meetmg of the delegation wrth
the Prime Minister, he regretted very much that
he was not in a position to appoint a commis-

.'sion as proposed. by the Buddhist. Congress
_ . delegation. He had been advised by the legal-
~-authorities that the appointment of a commis-.

sion to go.into the affairs of any religion would
constitute a violation of Section 29(2)(c) and (d)

. of the Ceylon (Constltutlon) Order-in-Council,

1946. It transpired later that certain amend-
'ments to the original draft of this section were
made at the request of the Roman Catholic
hierarchy. This amendment deterred the gov-
ernment from inquiring into the activities of any
religious body There is no indication. as to
whether the views. of the Buddhist hierarchy or
the_ leading Buddhist Association were con-

. sulted by the framers of the Constltutlon in thrs

.matter.

It was under these crrcumstances that the. All
* . Ceylon Buddhist Congress appointed the Buddhist

Committee of Inquiry. The programme for the

hearing of evidence before the Committee was. -

organized by Mr. N. Q. Dias, who -was Registrar
General-at the time. The Committee had-sittings at
practically every- Important town in the predomi-

.

nantly Buddhist areas in the island and wherever it

went it was received most enthusrastlcally by the
meople.

. Local Bhikkhu -organizations, : Iay Buddhist
orrganizations and individual Buddhists gave evi-

. dience before, the Committée and the- -Jecords of

the evidence ran into thousands of pages. Equally
v-oluminous was_the memoranda submitted by
Buddhist organlzatrons and individuals to-the
Committee. -

The burden of readmg these documents and
makihg notes fell on Mr. Mettananda. The Commit-

‘tee sat thereafter to draft the report.

The burden of this-work, alsp fell on-him: THe
most Venerable Madihe Pannasiha Mahanayaka
T hero and the Venerable- Henpitagedera -Gnanasi-
h a.Maha Thera drafted that section of the Report
relating to the education of monks and to the

a_dministration of ‘the Maha Sangha “Professor -

T ennakoon. Vimalananda drafted the section;relat-,
* img:to History and :Advocate C. D..S. Siriwardena -

the sedtion relatmg tothe admlnlstratron of Buddh-

st tempor ﬁtles and Mr., Mettanandax hnmself. ;

l. H Mettananda Leader 1]

report of the committee comprising 256 pages was B

printed thereafter.

+At-a meefing held at Ananda College on the
Vesak Full Moon Day of 1955 the: report was
presented to the Maha Sangha

Question T

' The question. then arose as to how the
Buddhist Congress should get the recommenda-

tion - of the' committee* implemented. They- had "

necessarlly to bé:implemented by a government
, which views with understanding the just aims-an
' aspirations 6f the Buddhlstrs\The perception of th
Buddhists at the-time was that the: ruling Unlted
National. Party was according to the most, favoured "
treatment to the: Roman’ Gatholic Church because
it depended for retaining its political power on the|
block Roman- Catholic vote. ]
There was also -the talk that the party was
. guided by an inner cabinet of five Christian

Kriights. “This perception’ of the Buddhists was! . |

strengthened when the government engaged the; -
services ‘of Dr. H. W. Howes who had the reputa- -,
_‘tion of beéing-a Catholic Actionist as the Director of = °

Education. He was alleged to have d|scr|m|nate2
against .Buddhist schools in favour of Roma

Catholic Schools ‘in: the matter ,of grading ofi
schools. Later, the ‘Permanent Secretary of they
Ministry of Education admitted that there has been|
such discriminations. .
*  The United National- Party was so-vacillating
on the question of making Sinhala the language of |
" the adminjstration. The committee therefore felt,
that the United--National Party was not’likely to
implement the: Buddhist Committee’s recom-
mendations, even if it publicly promised to do so, .

On the other hand, Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike; !

the' leader of the. Sn Lanka Freedom Party: had
already- declared that he would make Sinhala the”

language of the administration if his party is !

returned to power at the General Election due to be
held in, 1956.

So'the comimittee: decided to ask Mr. Bandar- |

anaike whether his party would agree-to implement
' the recommendatiohs, of the Buddhist Committee
of inquiry if it rallied the Buddhists in support of his
Party Mr. Bandaranaike most willingly assented.

“Later Mr. Philip Gunawardena’s Mahajana
Eksath Péramuna coalesced with Mr. Bandar-

anaike’s Sri Lanka Freedom Party and the coalition '

jointly agreed to implement the Buddhist Commit- -

tee of Inquiry’s recommendations.

‘The election campaign in the General Election i

of 1956 was.-a remarkable one. It was also an
unprecedented one: It was more a campaign to
educate the voters on their democratic rights and
particular to inform the Buddhists as to how they
came to be in the sorry state they were in’ now.

The Buddhist-monks Were the .educators. ih ’

" this regard. As a matter of | fact the Buddhist monks |

carriéd ‘on their. propaganda rndependently of the

coalition’s »campaign.
~The literature for. the campalgn was suppfhed

by the:-Action:- -Committee: -In this campaign the :

_committee was helped financially by some leading

Buddhrst phllanthrop,-lsts Many Buddhist intellec-
tuals orofessnonals leadlng Journallsts Buddhlst .
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“writers and Buddhist Public Servants of all grades
and ranks and last but not least Buddhist peasants
and workers rallied.round the Action Committee
led by Mr. Mettananda. Such was the trust and the
faith the Buddhist public had in him.

The Action Committee also ‘had sent the

Venerabie Henpitagedera Gnanasiha Thera. with .

copies of the ,Buddhist Committee of .Inquiry’s
Report practically to every Buddhist temple in the
island to the Maha Sangha and through the

Sangha to. the Buddhist public. The Venerable- .
Thera organized societies of monks called the Tri-

Nikayika: Sangha Sabhas in every area he visited,
the members of which Sabhas were to explain the
contents of: the report to laymen.

Campaign

It was at the height of the campalgn that an
incident occurred which upset: Mr: Mettananda

very much but which also showed his respect for.
- democratic procédure as well as his straighitfor- -

" wardness. Mr. D. C. Wijewardena, who ‘was a
member of the Buddhist Committee of Inquiry,-the
“Treasurer-of the Action Committee, the Basnayake
Nilame of the ‘Kelani Raja Maha Vihare arid the
Author of the book The' Revolt in the Temple

‘proposed: that the Bhikkht: ‘organization. led by

Maprtagama Buddharakkhita Thera also be asked
to join.with the Tri Nikayika Sangha Sabha orga-
‘nized by the Venerable Henpitagedera Gnanasiha

Thera to form a united front of BhlkkhUS ‘to support -

*Mr. Bandaranaike's Party.

- Mr. :Mettananda -veherriently opposed the
proposal. But the majority in the Committee
‘thought it expedient to do so. Mr: Mettananda like
a good democrat allowed the maijority to carry out
“their ‘wish. Thus the Eksat Bhikshu Peramuna
-came into” being.-

‘The SLFP- MEP coalition ‘won a. resounding -

vrctory at the General Election held in 1956. At the

hustings the coalition espoused the. cause of .

Buddhism, Sinhala Language-and Buddhist educa-
Yion. This and the religious enthusiasm. created by
the Buddha.Jayanthi — 2500 years of Buddhism —

-in no small measure contributed to the landslide .

victory of the coalition.
_ Neither Mr. Bandaranaike nor Mr. Gunawarde-
na knew about the behind the scene activity the

- Buddhist Action Co'mmltt;ee had done during the.

election campaign., Duncan de Alwis, a.school
mate and a friend of mine told me' some time later
that Mr. Bandaranaike himself was surprised at the
landslide victory of his party.

There is no doubt that Mr. Bandaranaike’s
eloquence and his sense of earnestness and his

promlse to make Sinhala thé Official-Language and -

to-give Buddhism its, rightful place in the country.

But the spade work and the propaganda done-by .

the Buddhist Action-Committee«in no.small mea-
sure contributed to Mr Bandaranarkes victory..

Hustmgs

<

Buddharakkhlta who. was very close to some’

leading members of the SLFP apparently made Mr.

Bandaranaike believe that it was the campaign
carried on at the hustings that brought him such a
" great vrctory

It was more or less an unwritten tradition for a

President -after his party’s victory to proceed to

Kandy, to worship :the ‘Sacred Tooth Relic and
* thereafter to pay his respects to-the Maha Nayake -

‘Theros of Malwatta and Asgiriya. .
But Buddharakkhita .and his friends pur-
suaded Mr. Bandaranaike 6 go to Kalani Raja

Maha Vihare itself. The move was not without .

_ personal motives.. Mr. Mettananda never con-
cealed his dislike towards opportunlsts He lashed
. out at Buddharakkhlta ‘and other’ ‘leaders of the

Eksath vBhikkhu:Péraritina” for pursuadlng Mr.

Bandaranaike to:brealk this wholesome.tradition, in

- order to get personal advantages. to themselves

There was great-opposition from very powerful
.and influential quarters. to ‘the 'Prime Minister’s

_move to.make Sinhala the language of the adminis-. _ -
“tration.. It was quite understandable why the Jaffna

families opposed the'move. They had a lion’s share

of the posts in the. middie and higher grades in the

Public Service.

" They also dominated the learned professions’

" such as Law, Medicine, Engineering and Accoun-
tancy. by virtue of a century of advantage they had

well as-a section of Sinhalese and Tamil Christians

who ‘had a vested ‘interest in Enghsh naturally.
opposed the move. But: what was not understand- }

able why the two Marxist parties which claimed to
‘represent the poor, the downtrodden and ex-
" ploited opposed the move, and -why they wanted
parity-of-status for Tamil with Sinhalese. ,
Mr. Mettananda pointed out that what the
Jaffna Tamils wanted was to continue with English
as_the language- of the: admmlstratron for ever and

a Buddhist revival

. ever and that the demand-for panty of status for -

" tage of illiterates in any language who have to be.

_ English’ educated elite mlnonty

language trail.

-total population were literate. in English and the.

Tamil with:Sinhala was.only a. redhernnq across the

He also ponnted out that only a mlcroscoprc ’ .
minority of the population: i:e., 6.3 per cent of the

balance 93.7 per cent who were:educated only inf
Sinhala or only in ‘Tamil were debarred from
lucrative jobs in the Public Service and the Public |
Sector because of theirlack-of knowledge of the A
English-language. There was a very high.percen- !

hewers of wood and drawers of water for this

As regards the promised educational reforms

the Buddhists found that the Minister of Educatlor“ v

in Mr. Bandaranaike’s Government, Mr. W. Daha'" -

’ nayake was not at all keen.on implementing ther
. infact he seemed to be opposed to any changes 1\

.

the colonial system of education. Even a delega
tion of Buddhists -under the- leadership of. the\

" Venerable Narada Maha Thera did not produce anyj.

_ mobilized all its forces -dgainst the move.

results.

It was left to Mr, Bandaranalke to-implement |
somg of the recommendatlons such as taking over
the Assisted Schools in.the teeth of opposition
from the’ Roman  Catholic Church. The. church

VoL
T Intervention i S

: : \
~ Ultimately, on the fintervention- of Cardinal- _.\\
- Gracias of India, it was agreed that ‘B” and ‘C’

grade schools should-be handed over to govern- ™ - \

- ment while the ‘A’ grade schools, that is collegiate

schools were given the option to run as Private
Schools on their own resources, wrthout assist-
ance from the government. - ,

The sequel to this arrangement, however, was

'~ acoup organlzed by certain Catholic and Christian

officers in the army, navy and the police. The coup,

" . however, aborted. The newspapers revealed that

the coup was orgarized by an -organization called
‘Catholic Action’.
It was at this juncture that a number of

', ‘Buddhists got together and, formed the Bauddha

Jatika Balavegaya to counter the activities of the
Catholic Action Movement also called the Lay

* Apostolate. Mr. Mettananda was elected as the

President and the leader of the organization. -
Mr. Mettananda did not believe in’ baseléss

criticism; criticism for ¢riticism’s sake. During the
:contréversy over the také-over of Government.

Assisted Schools, he had got down from. Englahd,
all the Papal Encyclicals relating to the Roman
Catholic Church’s policy on education and social
.action published by the Gatholic Truth Socrety in
‘England. This time.he got down works written for
and'against.Catholic Action in England, America
and Australia. The book published by the Bauddha
Jatika Balavegaya on Catholic Action in Sri Lanka

-;was based mostly on the' information given in theset

books. -
‘Mrs. Bandaranaike’s Government set up the .

- Press Commission under Chairmanship-of Mr. K.
-D. de Silva, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court.

The B.J.B. was the first .organization to .give
evidence before the commission. Mr. Mettahanda
as the President of the BJB said that as much as
he deplored the anti-national, anti-Buddhist and

- tendentious policies of certain sectioris of the so* .

‘called National Press he was opposed to the
take-over:by the government any. press or curbing
its-freedom. He said such-an action.would consti-
tute-a remedy which may prove to be worse than . '
the' disease: - ‘

He suggested that the ownership of the Press
must be madeto be broad based. He was agajnst

- any-action that would curb the democratic freedom

“of 'the Press.-He held"this view to the last.’

"Mr.: -Mettananda was no ultra nationalist or a
chauvinist. Hé was the first educatiohist to suggest
that every ciild in Sri Lanka should be taught both
Sinhala and Tamil. Ina memorandum he submitted
to the Official Language Comrnission” he advo-
cated making our population 100 per cent English
speaking. He 'said: “I consider that under ‘normal
condmons the appropriate age stage to introduce

: Enghsh what is now called the Senior Préparatory, - .

A four year course. in English will suffice to read

' English booksto gather modern knowledge

~~had in"the mattér-of English-education: Theyas

.

Serv:ce R

In a somety in whlch most people take to-

~ sdcial service and religious activity, seemlngly with
- selfless motives; but apparently to ‘get places,

ranks, positions and’ power* persons like. Mr.
Mettananda are rare.

He worked selflessly and.without motive. His -
motive, if he had any, was the Word of the Buddha
“Bahujana_ Hitaya, Bahujana Sukhaya.” For the .
good of the many, for the well- bemg and happl- v
ness of many o ) R R




