N the name of
the Buddha......
In the name of
the Buddha,”
repeated t h e
newly elected Principal
of Ananda {ollege, Col-
- ombo, on 2nd November,
" twenty three vears ago,
with the aim of attract-
. ing-the attention of a
bateh of students, who
. were demanding that
their former Principal be

reinstated.

...... lus voice vwas
wvudents om strike,
St foed Window panes, desirove
ed tornnere wad Iefe o osod aie

covadads o A tew danvs enrier

drowned
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‘he sciool bulldings were set on
«rp ang valuable books of the
rers destroved, All seemed
P l‘ ’
But,
sistent appeald
The pupils
Clussrooms.
Who was this man, who hy
appeals Lo e boys' good senas,
brought puck order among er-
rig students? He wus the tail,
caun! ang  ascele-nxe T H
Metiananda, who till November
1945 had ween head of Dharia-
rant College, Kandy, Bui. he
was no slranger to ‘Ananda, for
from 1042 o 1936, he had been
T i

the new Principal’s per-
was  answered,
relurtieq to their

Somy

© Principal Mett

acting head of the in-tiintion,
Pringipal I\iettazi:xli(:e:. had his
secondary ecducaix . .. Rich-
mend Colleze. Galle, waiere ne
sew the Rev, W J. T.  Small
infrsine the Puinie Sciiool spi-

riv to his pagnls. Both  pupils,
S, K. P. de Silva tater
P, de S Kularatn®) and

\Meftanandg hud seci o5's of
educadionist Small,

The former had carvied away
every conreivable prize offered
o stucents  of  AMathemalics,
wiile  the latier wat a xeen
student  of Western Cilassacs,
Both joined the teaching pro-
fession and Kularatme =was s
teacher of Mathematics
head of Ananda.

\Mettananda succeeded Kula-
ratne as head of Aranda and
taught Latin,

and

e

DA

of re-crganising’

/f

e ir hus task
the school,

H's task now was to hulld a
greater Ananda and this he did
by putiing up a modern Science
Laboratory, He himself super-
vized the work and when the
present Prime Minister declared
open tuis huilding he said that
he was surpriced that at so low
a cost such a massive structure
was set up, It was the  hard
work of Principal Mettananda
and the co-operation of a Mus-
lim  comtracter thal made it

. : .

po-sibie
Builder ‘

Encoiazed by suceess,
A\Mettananda concentrated on
erecting bulldings to accommo-

this

- —the builder

® G D. Weerasinghe

‘As a teacher, Mettananda was
always. correctly dressed and
not only was he an officer of a
military volunteer unit, put he
was a reputed temnis player,
He had as his Coileagues men
like T, B. Jayah and Sunthera-
lingam. After a course of
training in a Teachers’ Training
College, Mettananda proceeded
to England ang qualified fur-
ther as a teacher,

When Ananda College was di-
vided and some of the students
formed Nalanda Vidyalaya, Met-
tananda was that school's first
head, In November 1945, Metta-
nanda was cailed on todbe head
of Ananda College, which had
Leen partially desiroyeq hy
swiking studen's.

Appeals

To stutients who were
to iave their wishes

keen
ranted,
ananda’s appeals
rnliments of jus-
v.haeg ils snue-

to the nabler
tire and fai
[T SR

date the large numbers that
sought admission to the College
from out - stations, With dona-
tions from benevolent lay Bud-
dhists, the large ang spacious
hostel building of Ananda Col-
lege was erected.

Now classrooms were needed
to accommodate the thousands
that came to receive a Buddhis$
education under a Principal, who
as time passed was becoming
more and more ascetic. = He
was respected, and his appeals
for donation never went une
answered His mode of receiv-
ing cheques a&s donations was
lize that of a monk receiving
alms,

Foundations for an Olcott
Memerial Building and a Lead-
beater Memcrial Building were
soun laid, and before Metta~
nanda laid down his reins of
ofiice these buildings were al-
most compiete and almost ready
for occupation, After ten years’
service as head of Ananda,
Mestiananda lett such a mark
on the place that he is known
as “Metiananda, the builder’,

T.oese buildings put up by

Mettananda with the assistance

of his teachers and their pupils
will remain as memorials of his
good work.

Retirement

After Meitananda's
ment, he started a movenert
named — the Bauddha Jatika.
Balavegaya. His aim was to
restore the lost rights of the

Sinhalese Buddhists. He devoted
his full time to contributions to
the Press on apparent discrimi.
nations against Buddhists,

Among the attacks there wers
writings on ‘Catholic Action’.

Mettananda’s attacks wers
bitter and ha often referred to
a “Thuppahi' ‘culture of “Them-
paradu’ Budchists, Mettahanda
was always a critic of Marxists,
He always pdinted out that it
Was-a meanace, His letters to the
Press were eggerly sought and

read avidly. Iz ]
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. Edugation

By far, Mdtananda's contrls
butions to the cause of educae
tion are greafer than other as-
pects of his jvaried activities,
Although as 4 young teacher he
believed in coyporal punishment,
as head of Ananda he never
used the can But, without
corporal punisiment Principal
Mettananda gt the best from
his pupils andjhe was always an
understanding] teacher who
studied the | difficulties that
came in the yay to their pro«
gress. |

When the {iovernment ap-
pointeq the Srabhasa Medium
of Instructiod Committee, he
was g first cHoice, To see how
India achievdd success in the
education in the mother tongue,
he went therejand received first
hand informefion on the teache
ing of childrgn in the mother
tongue,

He was alsoja member of the
National Edudgition Commission
and he was gely responsible
for the appoijument of a Bud-
dhist Commisfion to uplift the
Sangha, Mettgnanda's services
to this land Wil be remembered
and in this if has to be pointe
ed out that h¢ was an example
to this county on how success
could be achigved by great des
votion to dut}.

May he sttgin Nibbana.

\

retires '
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